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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of 
East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a long history and a unique 
architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our gene- 
ration. 	It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make 
are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. 	It produces 
a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a more frequent News-
letter. 	In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street conservation area 
which was well received as a basis for future policy. 	It is very active in 
monitoring all planning applications and making representations to the author- 
ities on planning matters. 	It has held six exhibitions, published a book of 
reminiscences, two town trails and three sets of postcards reproducing old 
photographs of the town, restored the churchyard railings, planted trees, pro-
duced a tree survey, presented a seat to Sackville College and, with the Town 
Council, established a Town Museum (now independent). 

The Society is registered as a charity (no. 257870) and with the Civic 
Trust and is a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies. A copy 
of its constitution is available on request from the Vice-Chairman. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen 
to represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influ-
ence. 	The subscription is £7 per annum (persons in full-time education 25 
new pence) to be renewed on 1 January every year (except by those joining on 
or after 1 October). 

PRESIDENT 	Rt Hon. R.T.RENTON, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1990-91 

CHAIRMAN 	Mrs D.YARWOOD, A.T.D. 
VICE-CHAIRMAN M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent; Editor of Bulletin) 
TREASURER 	Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 
SECRETARY 	A.G.DYSON, B.A., B.Litt., F.S.A. 

Mrs .J.COOPER; D.A.DUFTON; Cr Mrs J.EDYE, M.A. (Editor of Newsletter); R.S. 
HURCOMB, F.C.I.I.; Mrs S.LIrur (Membership Secretary); Mrs D.BEES; Mrs L. 
SANSOM (Programme Secretary); A.W.SCOPES, M.A., B.Sc. 

Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor (address on cover), through whom 
permission must be sought to reproduce anything from the Bulletin. Unsigned 
contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. Opinions in signed ar-
ticles are not necessarily anyone's but their author's. 

Correspondence for other officers may be sent to the Editor for forwarding. 

PAST CHAIRMEN 

1968-72 P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 
1972-74 B.C.THOMPSON, B.Sc., C.Eng. 

1974-78 M.J.I.EPPARD, M.A. 
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BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: Single copies 50 n.p. (+ postage), 
set of all issues still in print (37) £10 (post free) to members, £12 (post 
free) to non-members. Names can be put on a waiting list for out-of-print 
issues. 	Unwanted back numbers are always welcome for resale. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	No.49 Autumn 1991 

EDITORIAL 

It is hoped that the new format introduced in our last num-
ber will be found more convenient for both reading and storage. 
One advantage is permitting our first centre-spread. 	It is also 
hoped that the contents will prove of wide interest, worth keep-
ing and a stimulus to further information, which the editor is 
always glad to receive. 

COVER PICTURE: Middle Row from Portland Road, based on a post-
card by Leslie J. Tyler and drawn by the late Ronald Michell. 

OBITUARIES 

Mr Ronald MICHELL, who celebrated this town with his hands 
and the spoken and written word, has already received a full tri-
bute in our Newsletter 52 (August 1991). 	One of his drawings on 
the cover of this issue serves as our mark of appreciation here. 

Mr Joe WHITTLE, although never one of our members, deserves 
commemoration in our pages for his good work in inspiring pupils 
of the old Sackville Secondary Modern School to produce three 
typescript booklets of local history, on railways, churches and 
schools, now found only in libraries. 	Their chief value to us 
is their contemporary accounts of those institutions in the early 
1960s, based on visits and interviews. 

The Rev. Dr A.G.LOUGH was an authority on John Mason Neale, 
whose memory his enthusiasm single-handedly kept alive in a num-
ber of publications: 

'The Sermons of J.M.Neale', Church Quarterly Review, vol.160 (1959), pp. 345-51  

The Influence of John Mason Neale [based on his doctoral thesis] (S.P.C.K., 
1962) 

John Mason Neale - Priest Extraordinary (privately published, 1975) [reviewed 
Bulletin 19 (May 1976)] 

'The Sermons of J.M.Neale (1818-66), The Anglican Catholic, vol.9, no.36 
(Spring 1979), pp. 1-9  

John Mason Neale, 'Oxford Prophets' 12 (Church Literature Association, 1983) 

The Wisdom of John Mason Neale - from his Sermons (privately published, 1989) 

ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA, BULLETIN 48 

p.2 for 1 1989-90' read 1 1990-91 1 ; 
p.3 

 for 'costum' read 'cos-
tume'; p.9 for 'Samual' read 'Samuel'; p.10 for 'Hands' read 
'Karl' 

W.R.PEPPER (3805f.,3907f.): An oil painting of Wire Mill com-
pleted in 1887 by W.S. (sic) Pepper, of North End reproduced in 
the East Grinstead Courier for 15 April 1971 looks like another 
example of the work of this elusive local artist and author. 	If 
it is, it extends his story a little and suggests that his burial 
might possibly be sought at Feibridge. 



TOWNSFOLK IN RETIREMENT 

R. H. Wood 

What follows was written by 
by the late Mr R.H.Wood in 1974 
and circulated privately. 	It 
'came out of a pensive hour spent 
in the disused Queens Road Ceme-
tery' and is published here by 
kind permission of his family. 

THE CEiETERY. WE1 VIEW U.1 CF.INSTEAO 

 

What featured in the surroundings when dead parishioners 
were first committed to the place? 	Sewage, for one thing. 	A 
few extracts from Hills' History and an ad hoc map (pp.6-7) may 
show something of conditions c.1866 when the Cemetery ground was 
first acquired, although not used until 1869. 

'Each person disposed of his refuse just as seemed him best, 
without reference to any law save that of gravitation. 

'At the centre of the town there was a brick drain on each 
side of the road, receiving both surface water and sewage. 
These drains united in one sewer, which emptied itself into the 
Swan Mead, irrigating this large meadow, which ... extended from 
the present Police Station in West Street, across Queen's Road 
and Glen Vue to the Railway Hotel. 	It then flowed towards a 
pond, the outfall passed into an open ditch, which in course of 
time also received drainage from cottages in Glen Vue, two or 
three pigstyes, the occasional overflow of the Workhouse cess-
pools and the irrigation from a field near the present Cemetery, 
over which a drain taking the sewage from the houses in Chapel 
Lane, now West Street, emptied itself. 	This accumulation found 
its way along the stream and entered the Medway at Old Mill 
Bridge. 	Another drain ... commenced in the garden at the back 
of the Swan, receiving the sewage from several houses in that 
neighbourhood. 	This was carried to a cesspool built in an old 
stone pit at the back of Chapel Lane and the overflow passed into 
a cleft in the rocks and disappeared. 

'On June 25th, 1875, a Parochial Committee ... were appoint-
ed to act in conjunction with the Board of Guardians in carrying 
out a drainage system for the town, which was by this time in a 
fearful condition. 	The hollow in the fork formed by the junc- 
tion of Ship and West Streets was nothing but a large pond of 
reeking sewage; the whole of the Swan Mead, where Queen's Road 
and Glen Vue now stand, was merely a receptacle for filth.' [1] 

The 'centre of the town' would then have been fairly close 
to the junction of High Street and London Road and the united 
drains probably turned towards Swan Mead somewhere between the 
High Street and the railway. 	Steer tells us that the point of 
issue was near the present site of the Queens Hall [2]. 	Swan 
Mead in 1866 is conjecturally shown within a thick black outline. 
Earlier in the 19th century it may well have been larger to the 



extent of the supplementary broken outline. 	In modern topogra- 
phy the pond was in Dallaway Gardens just where Orchard Way ends. 
The outfall, suggested by little arrows, was obviously well 
placed to receive contributions from Glen Vue houses, pigstyes 
and Workhouse. 	An ancient hedgerow remains south of the area 
marked 'Houses' but its companion ditch, perhaps the one-time 
outfall, has long since been filled. 	The field irrigated by 
sewage from some West Street houses would lie north west of the 
Cemetery ground, which it presumably crossed as contours would 
demand. 	The 'old stone pit' at the back of 'Chapel Lane' is not 
to be seen. 	The 'reeking sewage' behind the Ship may just have 
soaked away as best it could. 

There need be no apology for this unwholesome theme. 	Pol- 
lution is still news. 

Death is always topical, so one may return with confidence 
to the Cemetery. 

The site is a steep bank and may once have been woodland 
like a corresponding slope across the valley. 	Such small awk- 
ward areas were in the past commonly devoted to wood. 	It is 
surprisingly scenic, a subject for pictures. 	Many green mounds 
lie un-named or wholly unmarked and many of the monuments must by 
now be out of living mind. 	In truth one leaves the place with a 
sense of gratitude to these quiet ones. They seem to take one 
into their company, oblivious of the thronging noisy crowd out-
side. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The chapels are now private housing, thanks to 
our campaign for their preservation, but the cemetery is still 
open to view, access from West Hill only. 	In our second town 
trail they are erroneously dated to 1879 which is the date of the 
lean-to mortuary that stood against the one nearer Queens Road; 
in fact they were built when the cemetery opened in 1869. 

REFERENCES: [1] W.H.Hills, The History of East Grinstead (1906), pp.238f.; 
[2] E.Steer, Reminiscences serialised in the East Grinstead Observer, 1899 

RIGHT: Chapels from the south 
west: proportions of archway 
and belicote good, execution 
sharp as a dagger. Lodge on 
the right: faint French Renais-
sance touch in its little 
'tower'. 	If the gable end 
began with bogus close studding 
it is weather-tiled now. 

OPPOSITE: View from Swan Mead. 
The pale strip in front of the 
cattle would be the pond. 

Both from Lambert's booklet of 
views, c.1880. 

TFtC CEMETERY ERST CRTNSIEAD- 

GOLDEN BOOTS (2514,2810,2908,3603): Our Austrian correspondent 
reports an ornate golden metal sign on a shoeshop in Vienna, in-
cluding a boot very like ours but only a few inches high. 
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TALLOW CHANDLERS IN EST GRINSTEAD 	 M.J.Leppard 

Before the days of oil, gas or electric light candles were a 
basic necessity for everyone, so it is only to be expected that 
tallow chandlers (candlemakers) will be found in our historical 
records. 	The candles we know came in only in c.1840. 	Before 
then they were made from rushes dipped in hot tallow (rendered 
internal sheep or cattle fat) several times until they reached 
the required thickness. 	In use they were smoky and smelly; they 
were no more pleasant in production. [1] 

Our earliest names are isolated passing references: 

Thomas Piggot/Pigott chaundler 1641 [2],  tallow chandler 1659 [3] 
William Holmwood 	chandler 1642 [4] 
Michael Piggott 	tallow chandler 1709, dead by 1738 [5] 
John Pryor 	 tallow chandler 1723 [6] 
Thomas Bennett 	tallow chandler 1757 [7] 
Edward Jenner 	tallow chandler 1803 [8] 

Richard Evershed listed as tallow chandler in 1794 [9] and 
candlemaker, coal merchant and beer retailer in 1799 [10] is the 
first of whom we have any detailed knowledge. 	He belonged to a 
family with branches at Arundel, Brighton, Horsham, Lewes, New-
haven and Seaford, all involved in soap, candle and coal carrying 
trades [11] and married Philadelphia Rye here in 1783. 	Five 
daughters were baptised between 1788 and 1799. [12] 	In the 1811 
draft census return [13] he is head of a family of three males 
and four females occupying a house which, from its position in 
the list, seems to have been in Middle Row (not necessarily also 
his workplace). 	In the 1824 church rate book [14] he is noted 
as poor, with no indication of occupation, and not rated for his 
house. 	By the 1841 census he was at Sackville College, dying 
there in 1843; he had been born in 1758 [151. 

Palmer's 1799 directory also names one Charlwood who 'keeps 
a chandler's shop' but the implication seems to be that he did 
not make candles since it is implicitly stated that Evershed, 
mentioned several lines earlier, 'candles makes'. 

The 1824 rate book als 
draper, etc., rated for the 
tells me he identifies this 
in 1827 by George Sawyer at 
portland that went with the 
for Portland Road [16]. 

records Charles Sawyer, grocer, 
tallow house at £2.10s. 	Mr P.D.Wood 
with the 'little messuage' occupied 
an annual rent of £3 on part of the 
burgage house demolished to make way 

The East Grinstead Observer's obituary of George Head, 
draper and banker, who died 10 December 1890 aged 78 [17],  re-
vealed that he and his father John before him had at one time had 
an extensive tallow chandler's business at their premises [30-32 
High Street]. 	It claims that they turned to banking when gas 
came in [1855] because of the threat to tallow chandling. [18] 
In fact, however, they had been involved in banking from c.1816 
[19] and their candle factory was still operating in the late 
1850s. 	Edward Steer recollected it as 'where the then useful 
and almost only kind of candle, the rush and cotton tallow dips, 
were made, an old man named Weller being the candle maker, and it 
may be readily understood that when the fat was boiled, some of 



it being very "high", the stink was anything but pleasant, but 
people were not so particular then as now' [20]. 	In the 1851 
census William Weller, journeyman candlemaker aged 45, was living 
at Hedge Court with his wife and four children [21]. 	The fact 
that the children, aged 3 to 13, were all born in West Hoathly 
suggests that he either had not long taken up the job or was used 
to a long walk to work. 	Steer was only 14 when he arrived here 
in 1856, so he may be forgiven for thinking of Weller as old. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Most of the material here appeared first in ar-
ticles I contributed to the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society 
Newsletters 62 (April 1989) and 69 (Jan. 1991) and is re-used 
with permission. 

REFERENCES: (S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society, W.S.R.O. = West Sussex Record 
Office) 

1 Summarised from G.E.F.Mead, 'Not Worth A Candle?', Sussex Industrial Arch-
aeology Society Newsletter 61 (Jan. 1989), pp.lOf. 
2 S.R.S., vol.1, p. 280  
3 East Sussex Record Office, Sussex Archaeological Trust deeds FB 550 
4 S.R.S., vol.54, p.25 
5 Deeds of Swan Inn (seen c.1963 at Messrs Watney Mann) 
6 S.R.S., vol.6, p. 243  
7 G.Ewing, History of Cowden (N.D.), p.29 
8 Sussex Militia List, Pevensey Rape, 1803, Northern Division (P.B.N. Publi-

cations, 1988), p. 21  
9 Universal British Directory 
10 Palmer's Rhyming Directory of East Grinstead 
11 G.E.F.Mead, loc. cit. 
12 Parish registers, W.S.R.O. PAR 348/1/1/2, /4 and /6 
13 W.S.R.O. PAR 348/26/2/6 
14 W.S.R.O. PAR 348/4/17 
15 P.B.Evershed, 'Sackville College', Sussex Family Historian, vol.8, no.8 
(Dec. 1989), p. 338  
16 An Act for vesting certain Real Estates late of ... Duke of Dorset ... in 
Trustees, 14 Jan. 1827, schedule 
17 Parish magazine, Jan. 1891 
18 Undated cutting, R.P.Crawfurd's scrapbook (loaned for study by Dr R.Craw-
furd of Tenterden) 
19 East Grinstead Bank records, W.S.R.O. Add. MS 27,640; cf. W.H.Hills, The 
History of East Grinstead (1906), p. 263  
20 Reminiscences serialised in the East Grinstead Observer, 1899 
21 C.J.Barnes, Sussex (East) Census - 1851 Index, vol.18 (1991), pp.98f. 

Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society Newsletter 69 (Jan. 1991) 
contains the story of the wyvern on the roof of 102 London Road. 
Newsletter 70 (April 1991) has a note that it is similar to ones 
in Worthing, Brighton, Wadhurst and Lingfield. 

Garden History, Autumn 1989, pp.166-80, S.Farrant, 'The Develop-
ment of Landscape Parks and Gardens in Eastern Sussex c.1700-1820 
- A Guide and Gazetteer' (illustrated) includes Kidbrooke Park. 

Sussex Life for Feb. 1991 included an illustrated article on East 
Grinstead today 'struggling to come to terms with modern press-
ures' 



SAINSBURY'S IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

M. J . Leppard 

The local branch of a 
multiple business might 
seem to have small claim on 

our pages but the Sainsbury 
story in this town is dis-
tinctive enough to merit 
recording. 	What follows 
is based on the outline 
given by Sainsbury's repre-
sentative Mrs Beavis in a 
talk to our Society on re-
tail trading (reported 
Newsletter 35 (Oct. 1986)) 
and an interview in 1986 
with Mr L.W.Holmes who was 
manager here from October 
1932. to his retirement in 
1965. 

Sainsbury's first shop 
opened in London in 1869. 
They opened at 39 London 
Road, East Grinstead, in 
1921. 	By the outbreak of 
war five delivery vans were 
operating within a ten mile 
radius but petrol rationing 
reduced that service and 
trade suffered accordingly. 
[Advertisement from 1923 
directory LEFT] 

CS BLLctN 

1 0 

A EN'T'S B U R Y 
U 	kJ 39 LONI)ON RO7ID 9  

EAST GRINSTER0 
(I*-a.ie 201) 

•11l1 tini.t,ni. 

For the Finest Quality 

PROVISIONS 

GROCERIES 
OF ALL KINDS 

AT LONDON'S LOWEST PRICES 

DELIVERIES (By own Motor Van) 

Monday & Thursday: DORMANS, 	LINGFIELD. 

Tuesday & Friday: 	HAMMERWOOD, ASIIURSTWOOD, 
FOREST ROW, ASHDOWN PARK. 

Wednesday & Saturday: SAINT HILL, 	PLAWHATCH, 

TURNERS HILL, CRAWLEY DOWN 

COPTHORNE, 	FELBRIDGE. 

The bombing of the Whitehall on 9 July 1943 killed two girls 
who worked in Sainsbury's and wrecked the shop. 	Tables under 
the canopy of Caffyn's garage and a mobile shop alongside carried 
on the business until the shop could re-open, now one storey with 
a flat roof. 

The flying bomb which came down on Bridgland's, next door, 
on 12 July 1944 (just after the delivery of 500 gallons of paraf-
fin) demolished Sainsbury's completely. 	For a few days they 
moved in to the shop next to Tooth's (22-24 High Street), then 
into the old Methodist Church at 19 London Road (closed 1937; 
where W.H.Smjth's now stands). 	H. & E. Waters of Forest Row did 
the conversion, including a prefabricated warehouse and cutting 
room at the back. 	Salvaged marble counter-tops were re-used. 
(A photograph of this shop appears in East Grinstead Then & Now 
(1985), no.58.) 

In September 1951 the rebuilt former shop was re-occupied, 
though only one storey owing to prevailing restrictions. 	It was 
Sainsbury's 240th shop, their first completely new post-war one, 
and boasted such revolutionary features as basket rails, a canopy 
for loading and a muslin-lined butter room. 	Sainsbury's first 
venture into self-service had been made the previous year but the 



11 

East Grinstead site was not suitable for it. 	Some 550 lines 
were stocked when it opened. 

Chamber of Trade shopping guides for 1966 and 1974 show the 
shop then closed all day Mondays but opened Wednesday afternoon. 

The Sainsbury's we now have carried 8,000 lines  in 1974 when 
it opened, having cost £j million including the car park. 	In the 
first week 25,000 rolls of lavatory paper were sold. 

The story since then must wait for the next developments, as 
planned for the car park and as rumoured for an out-of-town super 
store. It is hard to imagine Sainsbury's standing still. 

EAST GRINSTEAD THROUGH THE EYES OF A REPORTER (8) 	B.W.Desmond 

Going through a great mass of papers, one letter that caused 
me to probe my memory came from Germany. 	It was from one of 
Hitler's close mates explaining their position and being all out 
for peace, especially with Britain. 	It puzzled me until the 
proverbial penny dropped. I recalled writing an article re the 
British Fascist Movement which was very strong in East Grinstead 
and attending a packed meeting in the Parish Hall, the speakers' 
table draped with the union jack. This Hitler associate (Joyce, 
I think) met me in the Dorset Arms and we had a long chat. 	He 
was vastly interested in the fact that I was a journalist. 	What 
I did not realise was that he had taken down my name and news- 
paper, hence the letter. 	I, of course, never joined the British 
Fascist Movement but I attended also a meeting of the women's 
section addressed by Lady Moseley. 	Col. Munn became very chummy 
and called me to his house in Ship Street where he had a form 
ready for me to sign as a member. 	I refused as I had always 
made a point of not attaching myself publicly to any political 
movement. 

PROGRESS?: In the April 1881 edition of his parish magazine the 
Vicar of East Grinstead, the Rev. D.Y.Blakiston, printed some re-
flections on the census due to take place on Sunday 3 April. 	In 
the May issue, which would have gone to press near the end of Ap-
ril, he printed the figures for several local parishes and for 
the town district of East Grinstead. 	The 1991 census took place 
on 21 April. 	Preliminary figures for district council areas 
were published threee months later, in round numbers. 	We have 
to wait until November for fuller details. 	Perhaps it's some- 
thing to do with computers. 

ANCIENT AND MODERN: It is interesting and perhaps instructive 
that Imberhorne School celebrated its 21st anniversary this year 
while Sackville School proclaims 'founded 1859' on its paperwork. 
In fact Imberhorne could make the same claim, for it hived off 
pupils and staff from Sackville when built in 1959 as a new sec-
ondary modern school, but instead it dates its origin from its 
amalgamation with the Grammar School into the present comprehen-
sive in 1970. 	Sackville ignores the more gradual process by 
which it was transformed into a comprehensive from 1970 to 1977. 

THE NEXT BULLETIN will include an article on Moat Pond. 



REVIEWS 

C.J.Barnes (ed.), SUSSEX (EAST) CENSUS - 1851 INDEX, vol.18 
(1991), £4.50 

East Grinstead Town Museum Information Leaflet 1, THE POPULATION 
OF EAST GRINSTEAD (1991), 20 n.p. 

This invaluable Index covers the old parishes of Worth, East 
Grinstead and West Hoathly, with Forest Row included in East 
Grinstead, and also that curious little strip of land, the parish 
of Crawley. 

Its principal usefulness is, as the title proclaims, as an 
index to the personal names in the enumerators' schedules. 
There is a brief index of places but cross-reference is not easy, 
so it is genealogists who will make the best use of the index. 
Nevertheless there is an enormous amount of information which can 
be used to compile general statistics of population, occupations, 
family structure and other demographic matters. 

For the local historian devoted, as most are, to a particu-
lar small corner, the original schedules remain the essential 
source, and these can be readily obtained in photocopy from the 
Public Record Office. 	They are voluminous, and those who have 
them will still appreciate the Index. 	So will the general read- 
er, who will pick out many oddities, like the large populations 
of tented dwellers on the commons. 

There have been valuable contributions from East Grinstead 
Museum. 	Not only has the Hon. Curator, Michael Leppard, written 
a broad introductory summary of the area as an introduction to 
the Index itself but the Museum has published, as its Information 
Leaflet no.1, an excellent brief summary of population statistics 
for East Grinstead from 1801 to 1981. 	This is most useful basic 
material, which is time-consuming to assemble from the sources, 
and will be appreciated by local historians and project groups. 

P. D. WOOD 

(Both are obtainable from the Town Museum, postage extra) 

Warden Swinfen & David Arscott, HIDDEN SUSSEX - THE TOWNS (B.B.C. 
Radio Sussex, 1990, £4.95), the latest in a series dealing with 
'random, inconsequential, often trivial' features of the county, 
gives East Grinstead its fair share of space and the attractive 
cover photograph, a glimpse of the High Street from the mouth of 
Portland Road. 	Apart from East Grinstead Then & Now the authors 
have (perhaps understandably) consulted no work later than Hills' 
History (1906) so their explanations are somewhat wobbly. 	On 
the useful sketch map Lewes Road begins too soon and so takes in 
the Old Lock Up in the text. 	(Obtainable from bookshops) 

M.J.L. 

A free town map, published for the Town Council, lacks scale, key 
and north poCint  and contains spelling and other mistakes. 

Next Bulletin Spring 1992. 	Contributions to the editor by 20 
December, please. 
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